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[ Abstract ]

An Essay on Redefining the Role of State-Appointed
Attorneys for Child Abuse Victims

Yun, Sohyun’

The state must protect abused children. Given high recidivism rates, state intervention
is vital from the initial response to post-case management. Korea’s response framework
is split into judicial and welfare-administrative systems, featuring various legal procedures
and multiple entities authorized to initiate them. Prosecutors are designed as the central
hub, horizontally connecting judicial and welfare entities through case management
conferences.

In reality, this framework functions poorly due to a lack of communication among
stakeholders. Prosecutors play a limited role due to heavy workloads and their legal duty
of objectivity. Furthermore, having multiple entities authorized to initiate procedures blurs
accountability, leading to buck-passing or forcing unqualified agencies to take charge.

While the law envisions the state-appointed attorney for victims as another central hub,
they fall short in practice. This is because the system was introduced without deep
discussion, assuming they would merely mimic sexual assault victim attorneys, whose
primary focus is preventing secondary victimization.

In contrast, a child abuse victim’s state-appointed attorney must serve as a judicial hub
and a link to the welfare system to support the child’s development. Free from the strict
judicial constraints and the duty of objectivity that bind prosecutors, they are highly suited
for this role.

To redefine their role, welfare and judicial government agencies must cooperate to
establish working systems through manuals and legislative amendments. Additionally,

forming an association of prospective state-appointed attorneys should be considered to

* Associate Professor, Law School, Konkuk University
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ensure a consistent response and build a communication network among relevant agencies.

[Key Words] Child Abuse, State-Appointed Attorney for Victims, Legal Assistance for
Victims, Crime Victims, Child Welfare Act, Act on Special Cases Concerning

the Punishment, etc. of Child Abuse Crimes



