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29) Sveriges Hogsta domstolen, 2025. 8. 19, Dom T 3007-24.

30) Jordabalken 1 kap. 1 §; 2 kap. 1 §; prop. 1966:24.

31) Palandt, Biirgerliches Gesetzbuch 80. Aufl., C.H.beck, 2021, §958; §946 ft.; §905.

32) u|=Q] BH 2 Goddard v. Winchell, 52 N.W. 1124 (Kan. 1892).

33) =9 B2 A Ehwes v. Brigg Gas Co(1886) 33 Ch D 562 (A& HE — EX4HA}
AL, Waverley BC v. Fletcher{1996] QB 334 (o HjE - F2le] EA4L E4] <L)
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H(Biirgerliches Gesetzbuch; BGB) A|958 %= “A-GA7) §l=
SAL AReh A7 200 ASHP T FATE o) 49) F5
2GS YAIBkE oIt M HAE oA TR SRS
H, T &A4o] oju] B¢ F5E Afole it 4Rz
RO ) 2 e 248 oRolA AR SUE BAe R Tjo}
stof, BEqfo] Aoz H(Zlo] miE - &2 Al Helt &4 - BX

== R
of 75 U7t DEA) R o AR HES T 2 24

34) HUSE FHR o] A2 Torgny Hastad, a.a.O., s. 43.

35) E 2|9 AZWH R drmory v. Delamirie(1722) 1 Strange 505; 93 ER 664
(FHARe] "-GH A, Parker v. British Airways Board[1982] QB 1004 (&2 &7}
A F EAE YASE A A H); South Staffordshire Water Co v. Sharman[1896]
2 QB #4 (BEA - =¥ A7t 25 AE] £4).

36) Regulation (EU) 2019/880(F3FA =¢) L Council Regulation (EC) No 116/2009 (&3}

A 42%): UK Treasure Act 1996 /Portable Antiquities Scheme (ZL118}% A& 2]
FTFERE - A fAYUD) =
37) Palandt, a.a.O., §958 Rn. 3.
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38) LTO, Philipp Feth, “Wem gehdren Meteoriten?”, 29. 1. 2024, <https://www.lto.de/-
recht/hintergruende/h/meteorit-meteoroid-weltraum-eigentum-aneignung-fund-schatz-sch
atzfund?utm_source=chatgpt.com>, A Y: 2025. 10. 12.

39) Priitting/Wegen/Weinreich, BGB Kommentar 20. Auflage, Wolters Kluwer, 2024, § 958
BGB, S. 4176; Thomas Hoeren/David Késtle-Lamparter/Philip Mayer, Anspruch der B
gegen E auf Herausgabe des Meteoritenstiicks gem. § 985 BGB-Zwischenpriifungsklausur
Sachenrecht/Gesetzliche Schuldverhdiltnisse: Der kostbare Weltraumschatz, 7JS, 6/2024,
S. 1185 ff; Bundesministerium der Justiz und fir Verbraucherschutz, “Biirgerliches
Gesetzbuch (BGB) § 958 Eigentumserwerb an beweglichen herrenlosen Sachen”, <https://-
www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bgb/  958.html>, A A: 2025. 10. 2.

40) ZJS 6/2024.

41) Art. 724 1. Herrenlose Naturkdrper oder Altertiimer von wissenschaftlichem Wert sind
Eigentum des Kantons, in dessen Gebiet sie gefunden worden sind. Ohne Genehmigung
der zustdndigen kantonalen Behorden konnen solche Sachen nicht verdussert werden.
Sie kénnen weder ersessen noch gutgldubig erworben werden. Der Herausgabeanspruch
verjahrt nicht.
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51| =) o] BFAARS “A-s BAPLS vke Felz} 9jt} 1)1
A A49] sl F ApAAPFE(Natural History Museum)o]] X3

th4d) g R A9Ao] Ao 7 3bgo] ez 7127} Blm A e
Z

v An4z0] 37@% Faa g s

U 5 =] o7} gloks FET 4 QL AHH S Eritang o]}
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Gl

S - T8} 2] o) - 2] Te 0] B}
o} oA eslsind, W Amaze] 7
Z37) Qe 550 Atk = i

7H] E370lehs FERoA A TR W] Sl Soikith

42) ootz AL2AErES, 4o =1, 212F 04 7|&d &

FET A2 vA gefehr] 2P BEE Hadt AY.

43) A T 2= Federal court decision 113 TA 368 from Dec. 23, 1987(BGE 113 Ia
368(1987.12.23.)).

44) Drei neue Schweizer Meteoriten entdeckt, “Institut fiir Geologie”, 18. 10. 2018, <https:/-
www.geo.unibe.ch/ueber uns/medien/medienmitteilungen/181002_meteoriten/index_ger.
html>, ZMY: 2025. 10. 2.

45) Federal court decision 113 IA 368 from Dec. 23, 1987(BGE 113 Ia 368(1987.12.23.)).
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46) Atticle 716 La propriété d'un trésor appartient a celui qui le trouve dans son propre
fonds; si le trésor est trouvé dans le fonds d’autrui, il appartient pour moitié a celui
qui l'a découvert, et pour l'autre moitié au propriétaire du fonds.

Le trésor est toute chose cachée ou enfouie sur laquelle personne ne peut justifier sa
propriété, et qui est découverte par le pur effet du hasard.

47) Art. 932 (Tesoro) Tesoro e’ qualunque cosa mobile di pregio, nascosta o sotterrata,
di cui nessuno puo’ provare d'essere proprietario. Il tesoro appartiene al proprietario
del fondo in cui si trova. Se il tesoro €’ trovato nel fondo altrui, purche’ sia stato
scoperto per solo effetto del caso, spetta per meta’ al proprietario del fondo e per meta’
al ritrovatore. La stessa disposizione si applica se il tesoro €’ scoperto in una cosa mobile
altrui. Per il ritrovamento degli oggetti d'interesse storico, archeologico, paletnologico,
paleontologico e artistico si osservano le disposizioni delle leggi speciali.

48) Articulo 351. El tesoro oculto pertenece al duefio del terreno en que se hallare. Sin
embargo, cuando fuere hecho el descubrimiento en propiedad ajena, o del Estado, y
por casualidad, la mitad se aplicara al descubridor. Si los efectos descubiertos fueren
interesantes para las ciencias o las artes, podra el Estado adquirirlos por su justo precio,
que se distribuira en conformidad a lo declarado.

49) Articulo 614.El que por casualidad descubriere un tesoro oculto en propiedad ajena tendra
el derecho que le concede el articulo 351 de este Codigo.
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50) Max Gounelle/Matthieu Gounelle, “Meteorites: International law and regulations”,
Meteoritics & Planetary Science Vol. 54 Iss. 12, Wiley, 2019, pp. 2887-2899; Douglas
G. SCHMITT, “The law of ownership and control of meteorites”, Meteoritics & Planetary
Science Vol. 37 Iss. S12, Wiley, 2002, p. 200; Trigo-Rodriguez, Meteoritos, Origen,
naturaleza y régimen juridico, Colex, 2024, pp. 207-279.

51) 2591 Ley 16/1985; EU Reg. 2019/880; Council Reg. 116/2009; Schmitt 2004, p. 200
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52) Money Post, Masami Takeshita, “¥f - 7z P54 & HIEHICIES W HAD L DIiC L 1z
O LTEANE FETEEIL 27, 29 September 2020, <https://www.moneypost.jp/707173>, 7 :
2025. 10. 14; Ameblo, 1E{EHIE, “v 77—« =2 —R "™FShsiEb T & 1PEAIEHED
LD, Ta Ay FEHIL ELRE, 9 April 2013, <https:/ameblo.jp/spacelaw/-
entry-11508399938.html>, A Y: 2025. 10. 14.

53) Mizukoshi Law Office, “45 > 7zFEA I HED € /12 % 2D H?”, 14 June 2024, <https:/-
mizukoshi.org/%E6%8B%BEYE3%681%A3%E3%81%9F%E9%9AY%95%E7Y:9F%B3%E3
%681%AF%E8%AA%B0%E3%81%AEYE3%83%A2%E3%83%8E%E3%681%AB%E3%8

1%AAYE3%82%68B%0E3%81%AEYE3%681%8B%EFY%BCY:OF/>, A <l: 2025. 10. 14.

54) Creer Judicial Scrivener Course, “[GZ 224156 [BEENIDFEH] », 7 January 2024,
<https://www.crear-ac.co.jp/shoshi/takuitsu_minpow/minpou_0241-00>, ZHA: 2025.
10. 4; e-Gov Japan, “PAE(E239%% VD ITIE / 52415 HEMIODFEH)”, <https://-
laws.e-gov.go.jp/law/129AC0000000089>, A A: 2025. 10. 3.
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[ Abstract ]

Analysis of the Swedish Supreme Court's

Final Judgment on Meteorite Ownership

—A Modern Reinterpretation of the Boundary Between
Real Property and Personal Property, and

Occupation—Based Acquisition—

Kim, Eun-Kyung*
Park, Hyeon-Sook™*

A legal dispute over the ownership of an iron meteorite (approximately
14 kg) that fell near Enképing, Sweden in November 2020 was ultimately
settled by the Supreme Court of Sweden (Case T 3007-24, August 19, 2025),
following proceedings through the District Court and the Court of Appeal.
The central legal issue concerned whether the meteorite, newly fell from
outer space, constitutes a component of real property (fast egendom), or
whether it should be regarded as a personal property (/s egendom) and
subject to acquisition by occupation (occupatio) as a res nullius (ownerless
object).

The District Court held that the meteorite was an ownerless personal

property and recognized the finder's acquisition through occupation. The

* First Author: Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, Law School, Dr. iur. Prof
** Corresponding Author: Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, Department of
Scandinavian Languages, Ph.D. Prof
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Court of Appeal reversed this decision, extending the concept of “land” (jord)
under the Land Code (Jordabalken), and concluded that the meteorite should
be considered part of the land, thus belonging to the landowner. However,
the Supreme Court overturned the appellate judgment and reinstated the
District Court's ruling, holding that the meteorite did not constitute an
intrinsic or permanent component of the land (such as clay, gravel, or
bedrock) and therefore was not included in real property. Since the landowner
neither knew of nor exercised control over the meteorite, possession had
not been established, and the finder's acquisition by occupation was therefore
recognized.

Regally, the Supreme Court reaffirmed the boundary between real property
and personal property based on the criteria of intrinsicness and permanence,
and applied the classical doctrine of occupation-based acquisition to a modern
context involving an object of celestial origin. The Supreme Court also
clarified that the right of public access (allemansriitten) guarantees freedom
to use nature but does not serve as a direct legal basis for determining
ownership.

However, in a dissenting opinion, Chief justice Anders Eka argued that
the meteorite should become part of the land immediately upon impact, thus
belonging to the landowner. This view has been criticized for weakening
the requirements of physical integration, permanence, and possessory control.

The decision supports finder ownership, which may strengthen incentives
for exploration, reporting, and scientific research, yet it also raises concerns
over speculation and unauthorized export of valuable meteorites.
Accordingly, a hybrid regulatory model is proposed — combining finder
rewards, a public pre-emption right, and a registration and reporting system.

From an international trade perspective, clearer ownership standards enhance
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predictability in cross-border transactions, insurance, transport, and research
cooperation.

In comparative law, the decision aligns with the general principle of
acquisition of ownerless property by possession under Germany's BGB §958,
Swiss and Japanese civil laws, as well as with the continental European
trend recognizing personal property status where there is no substantial
attachment to the soil. Through an analysis of the decisions at each judicial
level, this case illustrates the need for a balanced legal framework that
reconciles scientific research incentives with public preservation interests in

the emerging space age.

[Key Words] Meteorite Ownership, Real Property, Personal Property,
Occupation—Based Acquisition, the Swedish Supreme Court



