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[Abstract]

A Study of the Japanese Cultural Property
Protection Acts

Kyo-Sik Jang*

This paper investigates Japan’s cultural property protection acts and
related information about the protection of cultural properties. The Japanes
e cultural property protection system, which comprehensively protects both
tangible and intangible cultural properties and cultural property conservatio
n technology as well, has been highly praised internationally. However,
Japan’s social situation including the social structure and consciousness
levels has been rapidly changing. It therefore seems necessary to take

proper action in the administration of cultural property protection.

The Japanese cultural property protection act revised in 2004 as a part
of the change has significant meaning for us. Based on the amendment
of the law, Japan has made continued efforts to hand over its valuable
cultural properties to the next generations through solidarity and cooperatio
n between the central government, local governments and cultural property

owners.

Considering Japan’s recent revision in laws, Korea also needs to take

* Professor, Law School, Konkuk University.
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an active and practical action for protection of its cultural properties. At
the same time, it is necessary for the Korean government to support continu

ed research activities for the systematic protection of cultural properties.

These days, cultural policies including protection of cultural properties
and their evaluation have become important in Japan. Korea also needs
to improve the cultural infrastructure to meet people’s cultural needs and
demands instead of focusing on protecting cultural properties only. Further
more, the encouragement of people to participate in cultural activities is
necessary through promoting various art and cultural events. At the same
time, continued efforts to protect and properly use cultural properties and

promote international cultural exchange are also needed.

Key Words : the protection of cultural properties, The Japanese cultural
property protection act, cultural policies, cultural events),

international cultural exchange



