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[ Abstract ]

Legal Philosophy of Zhuangzi
Ji-Su Kim"

Zhuangzi who carried and developed Laozi’s philosophy and thought
extremely criticized, repudiated and even rejected human social norm and
civilization, so he has been generally stamped with the brand of legal nihilism.
But like Laozi, Zhuangzi also merely criticized and rejected bitterly
sociopolitical normal reality at that time contrary to Natural Tao(;H) and
De(f#: virtue or moral integrity) having no artificial doing(fEf%[14%), and
never negated legal norm itself as essential being. He hoped the appearance
or realization of ideal norm in accordance with Natural Tao(:8) and De(f&:
virtue or moral integrity), and longed for the primitive society of ‘the World
of Extreme Virtue(%f&.2)’. Even though very similarly to ‘Utopia’ it
is an ideal society by the name of ‘the place(village) having nothing’ or
‘the place that exists nowhere’ which can exist only in absolute substantial
world and can’t appear or be realized in human real world, but it implies
the meaning of realism pursuing absolute spiritual freedom of individual
and so has not a little contributed to human historical development through
the strong criticism and impingement against unjust sociopolitical normal
reality. The ideal legal norm that Laozi and Zhuangzi had longed for, comes
of the same line(strain) of Confucian famous proposition that ‘law and
punishment expects and anticipates the no-law and no-punishment state,

namely the state dispensable with law and punishment(JFIIJAEIM)’. It

* Associate Professor of Law School, Chonnam National University
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probably can be called Natural Law in accordance with Natural Tao(iE)
and De(f&) that lets all things run their own course, and can be symbolized
with the metaphor of calm, clear and level water that reflects everything

very clearly and provides unitary equal standard for all things.

Key Words : Zhuangzi(H-1-), Laozi(*¥ 1), Legal Nihilism, Natural Tao(i&) and
De(f#: Virtue or Moral Integrity), the World of Extreme Virtue
(4 2 1t), ‘the Place (Village) Having Nothing® or ‘the Place
that Exists Nowhere’(CL{rJ45 .2 %), Law and Punishment
Expects and Anticipates the No-law and No-punishment State
(R 4ETR), 1deal Legal Norm





