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[ Abstract ]

A Reasonable Nursing Resources Reorganization
Plan through Enactment of Nurse Act

Kim, Jong-Ho*

More than 65 years ago, governments enacted laws which protect the public’s health and
doctors assistant by overseeing and ensuring the safe practice of nursing, It is not uncommon
to find various complementary therapies available at hospitals, either as part of nursing care,
or as an extended health care service. Currently many hospitals and other healthcare facilities,
such as long-term care facilities are being constructed to replace those at the end of their
life and to meet the demand as the baby boomer population grows older in Korea. Many
of these are designed according to a new understanding of the healing environment and the
research behind evidence-based design. Small sized clinics are also beginning to change, not
least because the Korean healthcare system can no longer afford a system that focuses on
disease-based care. Healthcare is beginning to recognize the central place that wellbeing of
mind, body, and spirit plays in health. In this rapidly changed medical environment, the nursing
resources are most crucial factor to meet the broadly varied conditions.

The nurse workforce generally consists of licensed nurses and nurses-aides. The physical
setting is the patient’s first impression of a healthcare facility and one of the most important
factors in the patient’s perceptions of the quality of care and their overall satisfaction. One
of the key factors driving changes in healthcare is the concept of patient-centered care. Each
of the items are necessary to satisfy patients by appropriate nursing care service.
Nursing-sensitive outcomes are one indicator of quality of care and may be defined as variable
patient or family caregiver state, condition, or perception responsive to nursing intervention.
However, Korea has no Nurse Act separated from the Medical Service Act since 1951.

This study discussed the necessity of single Nurse Act enactment independent from the

* Professor of Law at Hoseo University, Department of Law (Ph.D & SJD)
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Medical Act by arguing and comparing foreign jurisprudence and legislative connection
between lower levels of nurse staffing and higher rates of adverse events. Complementing
this study is a providing number of other research agendas addressing the growing nurse
workload and rising rates of burnout and job dissatisfaction. Many stakeholders within the
health care system, especially governments, hospitals and hospital organizations, doctor and
nurse associations, nurse-aides foundations, and accreditation organizations, are aware of the
lack of qualified nursing staff and related problems and are actively seeking solutions. High
level general hospitals may cut spending for other personnel, such as unlicensed caregivers,
housekeepers, and other support staff to enhancing their medical reputations. On the other
hand, local clinic and small sized medical firms are insist that revise or enactment of new
law may increasing cost of health care and they against preparing new bill. If no renovation
is made in the medical law, the amount of nursing work performed by non-licensed nurse-aides
in inpatient units could increase, and investments in medical technology and facilities to
improve the quality of care could be deferred. Accordingly, researching a reasonable nursing

resources reorganization plan through enactment of Nurse Act is summons in our time.

[Key Words] Medical personnel, Nurse, Nursing and health care environment, Nurse Act,

Nursing education, Nurse-aides





