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[ Abstract ]

A Historical Review in the Establishment of
the Yushin Constitution

Kim, Hak-Jin*

It is hard to deny that the Yushin Constitution — which was established by a few bureaucrats
of the Park Chunghee regime in 1972 — still exerts a adverse influence on Korean society,
though it has been criticized as the worst constitution in the constitutional history of Korea.
In order to provide a material which can help to understand the characters of this Yushin
Constitution, this paper is reconstructing the background and the process of the establishment
of the Yushin Constitution by reviewing historical materials as much as possible.

In brief, the Yushin Constitution was prepared in secret while the issues about the national
security, unification, and the election dispute as well as political, social, and economic
irregularities were intertwined. In addition, an emergency cabinet meeting (RW]AF=53]2])
took the lead in establishing the Yushin Constitution by legislating necessary ordinances for
itself under martial law.

The process of establishing the Yushin Constitution is identical with annihilating the
constitution, and it should never be overlooked that this was justified not so difficultly.

[Key Words] the Yushin Constitution, the Constitution of 1972, the Park Chunghee regime, coup

d’état, Verfassungsvernichtung (annihilation of constitution)
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