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[ Abstract ]

A Constitutional Revision for the Autonomy
Expansion of the Jeju Province

Hong, Wan-Sik*

In 2006, “The Special Act on the Establishment of Jeju Special Self-Governing Province
and the development of free international city” is enacted and Jeju Special Self-Governing
Province is established. The purpose of the Jeju International City Act is to contribute to
national development by establishing Jeju Special Self-Governing Province and guaranteeing
substantial devolution to its local government in order to make the most of the geographical,
historical, and cultural traits of its preceding local government, Jeju-do, with highly secured
self-governing power based on self-regulation, accountability, creativity, and diversity; and
also by developing Jeju-do into a free international city through extensive relaxation of
administrative regulation and application of international standards. The free international
city means a regional unit wherein regulation will be relaxed and international standards
will be applied in order to ensure the international movement of people, commodities and
capital as well as convenience in business activities to the maximum extent. According to
the Act, the State shall take legislative and administrative actions including the continuous
amendment of the relevant statutes as may be required for guaranteeing the autonomy of
Jeju Special Self-Governing Province and the successful development as a free international
city. But according to the 10 year experience, the Jeju International City Act is not enough
to guarantee the autonomy of ‘the Jeju Special Self-Governing Province’. The autonomy
of ‘the Jeju Special Self-Governing Province’ or the general self-governing province shall
be written in the Korean Constitution by the constitutional revision.

[Key Words] The Special Act on the Establishment of Jeju Special Self-Governing Province and
the development of free international city, Jeju International City Act, local
government, self-governing power, free international city, constitutional revision, Jeju

Special Self-Governing Province
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