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[ Abstract ]

A Study on whether University Professors’
Inventions are appliable to Employee Invention

—Focused on Intellectual Property Regulations of each University—
Kim, In-Yu*

This study aims to analyze relative regulations of Invention promotion act and Intellectual
property rights of each university about whether university professors’ inventions are appliable
to employee invention or not and its requirement for establishment, and to suggest an
improvement scheme.

In case of whether university professors’ inventions are applicable to employee invention,
it is the situation that Research & Development Business Foundation of each university states
regulations on Intellectual property rights by quoting relative regulations of employee invention
on Invention promotion act.

It is essential to specify the boundary of employee invention on the regulations of Intellectual
property rights of each university by classifying all of the case of university professors’
inventions, and deciding whether it is appliable to employee invention or not. For instance,
it could be employee invention that university professors create intellectual properties by using
research facilities of ‘their university’ regardless of having supported research funds by
government or company.

If the invention is recognized to be employee invention, it is necessary for professor who
makes the invention in person to take proper compensation. To do this, because setting the
standard of resonable compensation is essential, this paper suggests improvement schemes
about specification of period of earnings, compensation in retirement or death, and so on.
[Key Words] university professors’ inventions, employee invention, proper compensation,

intellectual property rights, invention promotion act, Research & Development
Business Foundation

* Professor, Division of Maritime Law, Korea Maritime and Ocean University



