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[ Abstract ]

The Movement of the Bereaved Families of

Geochang-Sancheong-Hamyang Massacre:
The Mourning Method and the Emotional Dynamics of

the Bereaved Families
Kim, Myung-Hee"

This study examines the mourning method of the bereaved families who lost their family
members during the Geochang-Sancheong-Hamyang Massacre. They have appealed to two
sorts of recognition strategies to redress the social and institutional denial of these crimes
by the state. On the one hand they have fought to get social recognition by constructing
tombstones for victims and holding commemoration ceremony of the massacre, on the other
hand they have fought to get legal recognition by demanding the legislation of state reparations.
This study demonstrates that ‘Bereaved Family Association of Geochang’ and the ‘Bereaved
Family Association of Sancheong-Hamyang Massacre’ have played a critical role in the
movement for Rectifying the Past in Korea by enhancing social empathy to the truth of these

civilian massacres.

[Key Words] The Movement of the Bereaved Families of Geochang—
Sancheong—Hamyang Massacre, Politics of Denial and Recognition,
Political Bereaved Families, Mourning Method of the Bereaved Families,

Social Empathy, Transformative Justice
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