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[ Abstract ]

Improvement of ‘Identification’ System in
Family Relationship Registration®

Moon, Heung-Ahn**

Most records of the Family Register are recorded by a report submitted by the applicant
as prescribed in the law, and by acceptance of a registration officer. This process bears a
limitation that the registration officials cannot verify the existence or authenticity of the
reported parties. This paper proposes specific measures to solve the problem underlying in
the identity verification system.

It starts by examining the operating conditions of the current identity verification system
under Section II.

In Section III. it identifies the need of a way to increase the proof of ‘fact’ in birth or
death registration for reporting purpose, and the significance of the genuine confirmation of
the case owner for the registration of establishment. It is proposed to notify such facts by
mail or SNS so that anyone other than the person directly concerned could not know the
contents, and suggested to mark the receipt of the notification in the appropriate margin of
the report in case the report was submitted by on behalf. This provides an opportunity for
early detection of errors in birth reporting as much as it gives the unattended case owner
an opportunity to confirm, while serving as a verification system that detects errors in the
family registration in the early stage.

In Section IV. it explores the following improvement plans for registrations of birth, death
and marriage;

1. As for the birth reports, a plan was devised to expand the online birth reports that
is currently being piloted. This could benefit from the computerized system of the medical

institutions and the Health Insurance Review and Assessment Service that are already

* This paper was supported by Konkuk University in 2017
** Professor, School of Law, Konkuk University
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connected for insurance claim purpose. There also seems to be no particular issue with the
connection between the Health Insurance Review and Assessment Service and the Supreme
Court’s family registration system. The only requirement is to have the law revised so that
notification of the fact of birth of a medical institution can qualify as birth notification for
an official registration. Accurate registration of birth would be possible by clearly specifying
the obligation of birth notification by an obligor of registration and the medical institution.
For the case of childbirth outside of the hospitals and other facilities, the birth report can
be filed with the documents that can prove the fact of birth as current process. For the
mothers who want to hide the birth, the oath of the entry field of the child’s father could
be omitted in the birth notice issued by a medical institution, and recorded in the birth
report instead.

2. In the case of death notification, the problem is from a report by an acquaintance without
a death certificate or an objective document of the same level that can prove the death.
Enabling death report by an acquaintance contributed to the reporter’s convenience and prompt
death registration, but it does not satisfy the proof of death. In case a death report is filed
without an objective document at the same level as the death certificate or an autopsy report,
it is proposed that the head of the city or district of the family registration office to request
the family registration supervisory court an official confirmation of the facts before accepting
the death report. In parallel, revision of the current Family Registration Law is proposed
to mandate the notification of deaths by medical institutions for the purpose of recording
the deaths already known to the Health Insurance Review and Assessment Service for the
official registration, and to enable such information to qualify as valid death notification.
The deaths reported to administrative agencies could also be validated and used for an official
record in connection with the family relationship registration system through the administrative
information sharing network.

3. With regards to the marriage registration, it is necessary to revise the formal marriage
reporting system to make it clear that marriage is a legal contract, and to clarify the rights
and obligations of the marriage. It is deemed necessary to oblige both parties to the marriage
to attend in person for reporting the marriage, and to stipulate the exceptional cases where

attendance by both parties is impossible. Since the marriage registration by attendance of
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both parties is clear enough to know the intend of the marriage, it is suggested that the

current witness system be abolished.

[Key Words] Identification, Family Relationship Registration Law, Birth Registration,
Online Birth Registration, Notice of Birth, Death Registration, Notice of
Death, Confirmation of Marriage Intention, Marriage Registration,

Guarantee of the Neighborhood System, Certificate of Seal





