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[ Abstract ]

Review on the Protection and Support System for
Foreign Victims of Crime

—With Reference to the Case of Germany and Switzerland—
Park, Sang-Min*

Along with the increasing number of foreigners residing in Korea, criminal procedures
for foreigners are also increasing. Foreigners are more likely to be exposed to crimes in
working relations or at home, as many cases of foreigners staying for reasons of employment
or marriage. However, in general, foreigners are minorities in the country and may face
unreasonable discrimination compared to their own citizens, and in particular, they are in
an environment where it is difficult to receive the same level of protection and support as
Koreans due to their lack of access to the crime victim support system, such as it is difficult
to report damage due to their social and verbal vulnerability. Accordingly "the 3" Basic
Paln for Protection and Support for Crime Victims, extablished in accordance with Article
12 of the Crime Victim Protection Act, identifies foreigners residing in Korea as vulnerable
to human rights and points out the need for a customized support system. As it is a national
task carried out with a limited budget, consideration of foreign legislation and system opreation
is an important task in that it gives implications for ways to improve our system.

Crime victims are given the right to receive the assistance of the state im terms of their
obligation to discover substantial truth through the criminal justice system, duty to prevent
crime, and duty to protect society. Our Constitution recognizes the legal status of foreigners
by reciprocity, but human dignity and values should be equally important to foreigners(Article
10). In addition, considering the purpose of the constitution prohibiting discrimination in all
areas, one of the important tasks im criminal procedure is to substantially guarantee

humanitarian assistance, as well as the right to state trial proceedings, and the right to claim

* Lecturer at School of Law, Chungbuk University, Ph.D.
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relief for victims of crime, even for foreigners who have suffered crime.

Under this awareness, this article examines the current state of operation of laws and systems
related to protection and support for foreign victims of crime to identify problems, and seeks
ways to substantiate the support system for foreign victims by reffering to the case of Germany

and Switzerland. It aims to contribute to improvement.

[Key Words] Foreign victims of crime, protection and support for foreign victims, Crime Victim

Protection Act, German Victim Compensation Act, Swiss Victim Assistance Act





