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[ Abstract ]

A Brief Analysis of Yoon Dongju’s Nationality
—And on the Nationality of the Anti—Japanese Martyrs—

YAN HAIYU*

The poems of Yoon dongju and Yoon dongju have been widely known in South Korea
since the 1940s and have been respected by South Koreans. Since the 1980s, they have been
well known in China and later known as “Chinese Korean patriotic poets”. At present, Yoon
dongju was excluded from South Korea because of the “necessity of readjusting the figures
of foreign compatriots in the history”, and became a Foreign compatriot with Chinese
nationality, which caused controversy.

At present, South Korea, the successor to the provisional government of South Korea, granted
dual citizenship to talented people, but abolished the Korean citizenship of Yoon dongju and
some anti-Japanese martyrs buried in foreign countries. The issue of the nationality of Yoon
dongju is not only a matter of the nationality of the individual, but also the nationality of some
anti-Japanese martyrs buried in foreign countries during the struggle for national liberation and
the recovery of the motherland during the colonial period. It is related to the sacrifice and
personality of the deceased and has a direct connection with the history of the Korean Peninsula.

The exclusion of Yoon dongju and some of the independence fighters from South Korea
is not only disrespectful to their contributions and sacrifices, but also a split in the compilation
of national history on the Korean Peninsula. By contrast, China, which advocates a single
nationality, has granted Chinese citizenship to Yoon dongju, who was excluded from South
Korea, and to some of the anti-Japanese martyrs who participated in the anti-Japanese
movement in China and paid sacrifices. The recognition of the dual nationality of Yoon dongju
and the independence fighters is not only a respect for the sacrifice and spirit they have

made, but also for the historical truth of the Korean Peninsula.

[Key Words] Yoon dongju, Patriotic poet, Compatriots abroad, Anti—Japanese martyrs, Dual

nationality
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