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[ Abstract ]

A Study on the Integrated Method of Child Care Act
and Early Childhood Education Act

Hwang, Seongil"

Kim, Sunhee™

With the enactment of the Child Care Law and the Early Childhood Education Law,
childcare and early childhood education in Korea has acquired a status as an independent
system. It is the result of continuously, repeatedly, and additionally carrying out their own
policies under the support of the law. The heterogeneity of the two systems targeting infants
and young children has resulted in violation of the right to receive equal care and education
on the infant side, and hindering the convenience of childcare and education service use
on the guardian side. The reason for the dualization of early childhood education and childcare
lies in the dualization of the law. As the child care system and education system are forced
and continued to be separated by law, the dual structure becomes stronger. It is necessary
to break down the established dualistic system and create a single, easy-to-use system that
provides homogeneous services. In other words, the integration of early childhood education
and childcare should be achieved. It is considered that presenting an integrated law on early
childhood education and childcare is an essential method of integrating early childhood
education and childcare. The targets for integration are the Child Care Law and the Early
Childhood Education Law. In particular, it is urgent to unify the parts related to costs such
as free childcare and free education, the qualifications and training system of teachers, the
operation of facilities, the age and operating hours of use, and the parts of competent
administrative agencies.

This study is the result of recognizing the necessity of enacting a single law to prevent

the dualization of laws that trigger the dualization of early childhood education and childcare

* Lead Author: Senior Researcher, Ph.D., Legal Research Institute, Sungkyunkwan University
** Co-Author: Professor, Department of Early Childhood Education, Seoul Theological University
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for the integration of early childhood education and childcare. By analyzing laws and
integration strategies related to childcare and early childhood education in Korea, Japan, and
Taiwan, which belong to East Asian countries with similar cultures and academic systems,

we will propose an integrated method of child care and education in Korea.

[Key Words] Child—care Center, Kindergarten, Free Child Care, Free Education,
Integrates Early Childhood Education and Childcare





